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SHARON DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION COMMITTEE 

Thursday, March 14, 2024 — 7:00 p.m. 

(Times below are approximate.) 

 

1. 7:03 p.m. Attendance 

Present: Toben Asklar (chair); Alison Kellom (vice chair); Bill Kondrath (clerk); Shelley 
Keimach; CP Pototsky; Chandu Krishnan; Kim Hokanson; Lajos Kamocsky; Wenxiao Tiano, 
Sharon School Committee liaison; Sgt. Chris Dumais, Sharon Police Department liaison 
(arrived about 8:00 p.m.) Hanna Switlekowski, Select Board liaison (joined around 7:30 
p.m.) 

 

2. 7:05 p.m. Public comment period 

Three Sharon residents Tamara BX, Mira BX, Richard Kramer spoke to the committee about 

speakers who were considered for presentations to Sharon Public Schools, and about their 

views on diversity, equity, and inclusion and the DEI Committee.  

 

3. 7:12 p.m. Email correspondence 

Because of the absence of the correspondence clerk, recent correspondence will be 

presented at the next meeting. 

 

4. 7:15 p.m. Approval of DEIC meeting minutes from 2/8/24. 

Lajos Kamocsky motioned the acceptance of the minutes of 2/8/24. Shelley Keimach 

seconded. Seven votes in favor. One Abstention (not present at the meeting). 

 

5. 7: 17 p.m. DEI training module with entry/exit survey for town committees: update 

Bill Kondrath reported that he talked to Melissa Imbaro Wednesday and that 32 people 

completed the training. She will be sending out a reminder to those who had not completed the 

training. One person had reported that they had said that they were happily surprised that the 

training was better than they expected. 

 

6. 7:19 p.m. Sharon’s newest residents: update  

Shelley Keimach reported that some of the new residents are becoming employed. There is still 

a large need for diapers. 

 

7. 7:20 p.m. Juneteenth discussion 

Shelly, Kim Hokanson, Alison Kellom, and Chandu Krishnan met with members of SREA and the 

Sharon Cultural Council. They are planning an event that will take place around Juneteenth 

(June 19) for an art show, including poetry and spoken word at the Sharon Community Center. 

 

7. 7:22 p.m. SMS guest author appearance announcement and cancellation discussion. 
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The Chair of DEIC mentioned that there is a perception that DEIC that some groups are not 

recognized as marginalized groups and protected. They said that the Sharon DEI Committee 

works hard to celebrate and protect both our Jewish and Muslim neighbors. We celebrate and 

protect our Asian, Black, Indian, Indigenous, Israeli, and Latinx neighbors. We recognize,  

celebrate and protect our neighbors with disabilities, and our LGBTQ+ neighbors. We recognize 

our socio-economic diversity and try to bridge our socio-economic barriers. And this is not an 

exhaustive list. We care about our entire community as a whole. Sometimes recognizing our 

diversity causes discomfort. And that can be grating and erodes our sense of belonging in our 

community. At this inflection point, let’s lead with empathy, nuance and understanding for 

each other, even when we feel differently. I believe all of us, not just people of one faith 

tradition, or race, or culture, can work together to bridge misunderstanding and to move 

forward. I truly believe that our diversity and our passion for what we believe makes Sharon a 

wonderful place to live. I wonder how others on the committee feel. 

 

Kim mentioned the letter from the rabbi of Sharon today. 

 

Chandu mentioned that the rabbis’ letter was addressed to the Jewish community, 

Toben mentioned that the letter had been shared on social media and that they received it 

from their temple and asked for and received their rabbi’s permission to share it with our 

committee.  

 

At no point was the Sharon DEIC consulted about inviting or un-inviting the Muslim speaker at 

the middle school. It would be unusual for the School Committee or the SPS administration to 

consult with DEIC about a curriculum choice. 

 

Shelley said that she hoped that there is a way for us to bridge the differences between the 

Jewish and Muslim communities and with the Jewish community as well. 

 

Wenxiao Tiano, as the School Committee liaison to the Sharon DEIC, clarified that DEI school 

initiatives and DEI initiatives in the town are in in different buckets. And the School Committee 

just on-boarded a new DEI Director. Even families with children in the schools, but without 

children in the middle school, did not receive the letter about the middle school speaker. These 

are not decisions that the School Committee has purview over. 

 

With diversity, can come friction. Who can host and moderate discussion? 

 

CP Pototsky said that even as a student at the high school, they had not received the letter from 

the superintendent. They received it only from Toben. CP had heard some students ask: Why 

was the speaker uninvited, and perhaps it was no longer safe for the speaker to come. Her book 

wasn’t about Israel/Palestine, why did that become part of the discussion? It was about her 

being a person of color at a prestigious academic school system. 
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There was a lot of misinformation circulating, and some parents were concerned for their 

children’s safety. The schools are aware of the misinformation, and they need to find some way 

to address that. 

 

Kim said that she has a middle school student and would like to see students have some input 

into the discussion as appropriate without dumping it on them. Her experience is that difficult 

dialogues work best when there is some large forum discussion, which quickly moves into 

smaller groups where people can get to know one another as people and where it can be on-

going and not one event. She said, her family moved to Sharon for the racial, religious, 

economic and other diversity. 

 

Wenxiao, speaking as a parent—not as a School Committee member—said that she wanted to 

be sure that education of her children was foremost and that sometimes influences from 

outside become distractions to fundamental education. 

 

Lajos Kamocsky said that he has a student in the middle school. His child had heard that some 

students were not going to school on Monday because of the event. Lajos appreciated the 

letter from the rabbis, which looked forward and how there can be repair. 

 

Kim and Wenxiao both acknowledged the dimensions of this issue that go beyond education of 

children at the school. Shelley, as the co-president of the Sharon Pluralism Network (SPN) 

would like to speak with members of that group to see if they can offer some help with the 

wider community dimensions outside the school. 

 

Toben suggested that perhaps SPN might talk with some members of DEIC about how to look 

forward and think about healing. They thanked the members for having a difficult conversation. 

Toben handed over the chair to Alison while they attended to their children. 

 

8. 7:56 Announcements and upcoming events 

 

Information and Disclaimers from DEIC Observances and Events 

The Sharon Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee does its best to list events and 

observances representing our diverse community and country. If you would like to see a holiday 

or event included in these slides, please use the DEIC submission form: 

https://www.townofsharon.net/diversity-equity-inclusion-committee/webforms/submit-your-

event-to-be-displayed-on-the-deic-calendar 

You can reach out to the Sharon DEIC through email changed. [note: the town webmaster has 

changed the email to DEICcommittee@townofsharon.org] 

Religious observances are taken almost exclusively from the Anti-Defamation League’s (ADL’s) 

Calendar of Observances. That document notes: “The calendar includes significant religious 

observances of the major faiths represented in the United States. It can be used when planning 

mailto:DEICcommittee@townofsharon.org
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school exam schedules and activities, workplace festivities and community events. Note that 

Bahá’í, Jewish and Islamic holidays begin at sundown the previous day and end at sundown on 

the date listed.” 

 

The ADL notes: “The calendar notes U.S. holidays that are either legal holidays or observed in 

various states and communities throughout the country. Important national and international 

observances that may be commemorated in the U.S. are also included.” 

 

A listing of events for March – May can be found at: 
https://www.townofsharon.net/sites/g/files/vyhlif3801/f/pages/march_to_may_events_observances_2

.pdf 

 

9. 8:10 p.m. DEIC Strategic Plan check-ins 

Chandu asked for clarification about item 3.3 in the Strategic Initiatives “Participate in DEIC 

member ‘Area of Knowledge’ presentations at least quarterly during DEIC meetings.” We have 

not been doing this regularly. This could be members of DEIC or non-members. Shelley offered 

the example of Kim and Bill offering statistical analysis of the recent training survey or Allison 

offering art. 

 

10. 8:15 p.m. Topics not anticipated within 48 hours of meeting 

Toben will check with Walpole about their Juneteenth celebration. 

Kim will be liaison both ways for Commission on Disabilities 

Sgt. Chris Dumais mentioned that the Police Department was aware of the discussion regarding 

the middle school speaker and was prepared to offer support for the event if it occurred. 

Select Board Member Hanna Switlekowski mentioned she is a liaison to the Council on Aging 

and encouraged DEIC members to be involved as liaison’s to other committees and boards. 

 

10. 8:18 p.m. Appreciations, regrets, and learnings 

 

11. 8:25 p.m. Adjourn   Kim moved that we adjourn and Lajos seconded the motion. All voted in 

favor. 

 

NEXT  MEETING: Thursday, April 11, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. 

These minutes are provided as a guide to the meeting that took place. For a complete account 

of the meeting, people are referred to the video that is available at Sharon Cable TV 

(https://sharontv.com/programs/government-meeting/).  

 

 

 

https://www.townofsharon.net/sites/g/files/vyhlif3801/f/pages/march_to_may_events_observances_2.pdf
https://www.townofsharon.net/sites/g/files/vyhlif3801/f/pages/march_to_may_events_observances_2.pdf
https://sharontv.com/programs/government-meeting/
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