SHARON DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION COMMITTEE

Thursday, February 8, 2024 — 7:00 p.m.
(Times below are approximate.)

1. 7:02 p.m. Attendance

Present: Toben Asklar (chair); Alison Kellom; Bill Kondrath; Marjorie Mitlin; Shelley Keimach; CP
Pototsky; Chandu Krishnan; Sgt. Chris Dumais (Sharon Police Department representative). Lajos
Kamocsky arrived just past 8:00 p.m.

In honor of Black History Month, Toben read a short section from the poem “Speak the Truth to
the People” by Mari Evans.

2. 7:05 p.m. Public comment period. No comments were forthcoming.
3. 7:07 p.m. Email correspondence

January 28, 2024 From: Sharon Pluralism Network and the Sharon Clergy Association

The Sharon Pluralism Network and the Sharon Clergy Association wrote to invite the DEIC to
participate in, and to engage our community in participating in the Silent Vigil taking place on
January 28th at 3:00.

January 30, 2024 From: Elle Bordman via the Town Of Sharon

Ellen Bordman wrote to the DEIC in support of the DEIC’s initiative to have people in the town
participate in anti-racism training. She was reacting to some of the criticism on Facebook about
this training.

February 2, 2024 From: Kim Hokanson, who is a lecturer at the BU school of Social Work
Kim asked to continue the conversation that we had following antisemitic markings on the
bathroom wall of the Sharon Middle School (based on a letter written from Kevin O’Rourke,
Principal of the Middle School.

February 4th, 2024 From: Town of Sharon

The Town sent the DEIC information about a program on January 11th at 9:30 a.m. about How
to Talk with your Children about upsetting events. This program will be presented by the Jewish
Family and Children’s Services. Dr. Caroline C. Kaufman is a Clinical Psychologist from McLean
Hospital and Harvard Medical School, presenting with Yasman Logan and with an MSW FROM
Israel.

February 8th, 2024 From: Bill Kondrath

Bill sent out the results of a survey given to business people. 82 Percent of people in businesses
surveyed think that diversity initiatives are essential to their business strategy released on the
morning report today. The business people said that DEI initiatives improve business
performance, enhance talent acquisition, and increase innovation and creativity.



Compiled by: Marjorie Mitlin, Correspondence Clerk

4.7:11 p.m. Approval of DEIC meeting minutes from 1/11/24. Shelley Keimach made the
motion to approve the minutes. Margie seconded the motion. The motion unanimously
approved it.

5. 7:13 p.m. DEl training module with entry/exit survey for town committees:

Bill Kondrath reported that Melissa Imbaro sent an email today to members of the DEIC and
one other committee to “test drive” the training course and the pre- and post-survey. It is
easier to take the course if you toggle back and forth between full screen and normal mode. CP
Pototsky and Chandu Krishnan worked with Bill on the survey which asks questions to
determine what participants knew before the training course and what they learned from the
training course in order to evaluate the effectiveness of the course. The survey was sent to the
Select Board who voted approval for including the survey at their meeting (January 23,2024).
None of the collected survey data will be linked to any individual. DEIC members should let
Melissa Imbaro know if you have difficulties with the taking the survey and training. Bill is also
willing to assist anyone who has trouble with the survey and course. When you finish the
training print out the certificate of completion and send it to Melissa.

6. 7:23 p.m. Sharon’s newest residents: Shelley gave a brief update. There is still a need for
diapers and wipes. There is a need for drivers. Diapers and wipes can be dropped off at
Community Ed.

7.7:26 p.m. Juneteenth. Shelley spoke with someone from SREA about working together to
plan Juneteenth which is shaping up to be an art display. Margie and Chandu will talk be part of
a call with SREA about working on the committee. Alison Kellom suggested putting out a call to
artists in the area. Sharon High School has display equipment that was purchased by Sharon
Pluralism Network. Toben suggested space at the Community Center for hanging art. Shelley
has also reached out to Broccoli Gallery for display space.

8. 7:32 p.m. DEIC final annual summary for Town Report. Toben shared a screen view of the
final report with the edits that people suggested.

9. 7:36 p.m. DEIC Strategic Plan update review and approval. Toben updated the strategic plan
for 2024 and 2025. It is an 18-month plan. It is five pages.

DEIC members were encouraged to think about attending meetings of other committees and
boards in town.

It would be good to offer more on-boarding for new DEIC members.

The resource page has been fairly static. It would be good to update the resource page more
often.



We haven’t done anything to encourage boards and committees to seek diverse
representation.

Both the Commission on Aging and the Disabilities Commission would welcome members of
DEIC to join them.

We have bookmarks, a table cloth, and other print collateral thanks to Shelley and Alison. CP
has been doing a great job connecting to high school students and groups.

Hanna would welcome suggestions and language for town proclamations from the Select
Board.

Several members positively mentioned that gathering with the police department and Sgt. Chris
will bring up the topic with Chief Coffey.

Shelley will be looking at larger gatherings of resource people.

Toben met with Heena Trivedi, the new Sharon Public Schools DEI Director. Toben invited her
to attend an upcoming meeting and present if she wants to. She is the parent of children in
Sharon schools. CP has met with her a couple of times and she has met with high school groups.

Lajos Kamocsky made a motion, and Margie seconded, to approve the updated strategic plan
for 2024-2025. The motioned passed unanimously.

10 8:16 Announcements and upcoming events. There will be a third silent vigil sponsored by
the Sharon Pluralism Network and the Sharon Interfaith Clergy on March 3 at 3 p.m.

Toben shared slides of the upcoming events for February, March, and April.

11. 8:25 p.m. Topics not anticipated within 48 hours of meeting. None

12. 8:30 p.m. Appreciations, regrets, and learnings

13. 8:36 p.m. Adjourn

Shelley moved that we adjourn and CP seconded the motion. All voted in favor.

See attached list of upcoming events February 2024 to Apr il 2024:

Next meeting Thursday, March 14, 2024 at 7:00 p.m.

Submitted by Bill Kondrath



February is

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Some read aloud books to celebrate
Black l-llstory Month:
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February 6-10: NATIONAL SCHOOL COUNSELOR WEEK
February 8: Sharon DEIC meeting, virtual, 7 p.m.

February 10: LUNAR NEW YEAR -« Confucian, Daoist &
Buddhist

February 10: 2024 Sharon Chinese Lunar New Year Celebration
Performance Show, Sharon Middle School Auditorium. 6:30 p.m.
February 10: The Great Sharon Bake Off Reglsten’mfo

Unltanan Church, 4 North Main St., Sharon. 3-6 p.m.
February 10: A Day of Learning: Building Welcoming
Communities. Arlington High School. Free, reg. required. 11 a.m.-
2 p.m.

February 11: How to Talk with Your Kids About Upsetting
Events. Reg. required. Temple Sinai of Sharon, 9:30 a.m.
February 13: SHROVE TUESDAY « Western Christian
February 14: VALENTINE’S DAY

February 15: NIRVANA DAY « Buddhist

February 15: SUSAN B. ANTHONY DAY

February 16: Dudley Davenport Gymnasium Dedication
Night. 4:30 p.m. start. Sharon High School, Pond St.
February 16: First Music Mentor Day for 5 graders. Sharon
HS Tri-M Music Honor Society. See flyer for sign up. 3:45
p.m.

February 19: PRESIDENTS’ DAY

February 19-25: AROMANTIC AWARENESS WEEK
February 20: UN. WORLD DAY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE
February 22: CHOSEN FAMILY DAY

February 24: MAGHA PUJA « Buddhist

February 26-29: AYYAM-I-HA or INTERCALARY DAYS
* Bahd’l

February 26-April 1: Math Enrichment Program for 4% & 5%
graders by Sharon HS Math Team. $45/6 sessions. 3:45 p.m.
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BOOSTERS

Support your SHS student athlete

« Join the Boosters meeting, February 7 @ 7pm (SHS Rm 1108),

* Become a it or

*Buy SHS.  from th

Sharon High Boosters is a non-profit, volunteer organization that
fosters school spirit and supports SHS Athletics. We fund SHS
athletic team needs that are not covered by user fees and grant
scholarships to student-athletes.*

*Our past purchases include: Basebal/Fielc Hockey Scoreboard, Incoor Practice
Time for Spring Sports, Golf Cart for Trainer, Stadium Field Soack Shack/Ticket
Booth, Salboat, Baseball Batting Cage, Tennis Windscreens at Sharon Middie
School, Chamolonship Banners Hanging in the Gym, Continuous Funding for
Various Athletic Teams Equipment Needs

' NATIONAL

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, school counselors are empioyed in public and
Private schools to help students reach ther full potantiat and
WHEREAS, school counselors are active'y committed 1o heipng
studants expiore their abities. strengths, interests, and takents

a5 these trats relate 10 Career awareness and development. and

WHEREAS, 3chool counselors help parents focus on ways 1o
further the sducational personal and socal growth of ther
childrery and

WHEREAS, 3chool counselors work with teachers and other
educatons to nep students exciore thex potential and set
realistic goa's for themsetves. and

WHEREAS, school counselors seek 1o ientify and utikze
community resources that can enhance and complement

(ve 5ol Counse|ng programs and helo students
Decome Droductive members of sockty. and

WHEREAS, comprahensve developmental school counsalrg
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SHARON HIGH SCHOOL
181 POND STREET, SHARON, MA|

GIRLS' VARSITY
BASKETBALL GAME VS, STOUGHTON

GYMNASIUM DEDICATION

BOYS' VARSITY
BASKETBALL GAME VS. STOUGHTON

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

G SCU




March is

NATIONAL WOMEN’S
HISTORY MONTH

March (cont.)

March 1: NINETEEN-DAY FAST « Bahd’i

March 2: NATIONAL READ ACROSS AMERICA DAY
March 8: INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

March 8: MAHA SHIVARATRI * Hindu

March 11-April 9: RAMADAN - Islamic

March 14: Sharon DEIC meeting, virtual, 7 p.m.

March 17: ST. PATRICK’S DAY -« Christian

March 18: CLEAN MONDAY ¢ Eastern Orthodox Christian
March 19: VERNAL EQUINOX

March 20: NOWRUZ « Zoroastrian (Bah4’1)

March 20-24: NATIONAL LGBT HEALTH AWARENESS
WEEK

March 21: INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE
ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

March 21: TWO-SPIRIT & INDIGENOUS LGBTQ+
AWARENESS TO CELEBRATION DAY

March 24: PALM SUNDAY + Western Christian

March 24: PURIM - Jewish

March 25: HOLI » Hindu

March 26: HOLA MOHALLA + Sikh

March 29: GOOD FRIDAY « Western Christian

March 31: EASTER « Western Christian

March 31: CESAR CHAVEZ DAY

March 30: Beau McCall: Buttons On! Opening reception with
the artist including discussion of exhibit’s pop culture and social
justice themes. Fuller Craft Museum, 455 Oak St., Brockton,
MA. 3-5 p.m. https://fullercraft. org/programs/beau-mccall-
buttons-on-opening-reception/

March 31: INTERNATIONAL TRANSGENDER DAY OF
VISIBILITY



Apnl iS April 2: WORLD AUTISM AWARENESS DAY
April 5: Sharon Youth Baseball and Softball Assoc.

ARAB AMERICAN HERITAGE (SYBSA) Season Opener. SHS Peckham Park ﬁeld,

MONTH Sharon High School, Pond St., Sharon. 4:30 p.m.
April 6: LAILAT AL-QADR - Islamic

i April 10: EID AL-FITR » Islamic

April 10: NATIONAL YOUTH HIV/AIDS
NATIONAL POETRY MONTH AWARENESS DAY

April 11: Sharon DEIC meeting, virtual, 7 p.m.

April 12: DAY OF SILENCE

April 13: VAISAKHI (also spelled Baisakhi)  Sikh

April 17: RAMA NAVAMI « Hindu

April 20-May 1: FESTIVAL OF RIDVAN « Baha’i

April (Cont.) April 22: Earth Day .
April 23-30: PASSOVER/ PESACH - Jewish

April 23-29: ALA’s NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK
April 24: THERAVADA NEW YEAR ¢ Buddhist

April 24: ARMENIAN MARTYRS’ DAY

April 26: LESBIAN VISIBILITY DAY

April 28: PALM SUNDAY - Eastern Orthodox Christian

Sources of Observances & Events

Individual community submissions, Sharon DEIC member announcements, and Sharon
Public School’s Dispatch

Anti-Defamation League (ADL) Calendar of Observances 2024:
https://www.adl.org/sites/default/files/documents/2023-06/calendar-of-observances-
2024.pdf

GLSEN’s School Year Calendar: htips://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/2023-
08/GLSEN School Calendar 2023 24.pdf



